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	[bookmark: _Hlk168925114]School’s Theologically Rooted Christian Vision 
Elsecar Holy Trinity is a nurturing, inclusive, Church school where everyone is valued as a child of God. We warmly welcome people of all faiths/worldviews and backgrounds, fostering respect, compassion and forgiveness. Rooted in faith, family and community, we aim to grow together in love, developing wisdom, knowledge and aspirations for a brighter future.

Our vision is underpinned by the story of Jesus and the children in Mark 10:13-15.  In that we have children who are being nurtured and included and valued, a welcome given and a statement of clear respect. It is a renewal of community. Also, we make clear the potential of the children – that the Kingdom of God belongs to such as these as we share God’s love with others.


	Inspection Conversations: Context

	Context 1: Who are we? 




	Elsecar Holy Trinity is a small, community-centred primary school in Barnsley, with 171 pupils on roll. The school serves a diverse and inclusive population, including 31 pupils eligible for Pupil Premium, 32 with SEND, 1 with an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP), and 10 pupils with English as an Additional Language (EAL). There are currently 7 Early Help plans in place, reflecting the school’s proactive approach to supporting families.
The school is situated in an area of high deprivation, with indicators placing it in the top 20% most deprived areas nationally according to the Income Deprivation Affecting Children Index (IDACI). Nationally, schools in similarly deprived areas tend to face greater challenges in attendance and attainment, yet Elsecar Holy Trinity continues to demonstrate resilience and ambition. 
In 2024, attendance was 93.55%, slightly below the national average of 94.3%, with 13.91% persistently absent, just above the national rate of 13.42%. Behaviour is a strength, with only 1 suspension recorded last year.
Academic outcomes are strong, particularly in Key Stage 2, where 68% of pupils met the expected standard in reading, writing, and maths (RWM), outperforming the national average of 61%. Subject-specific results were: Reading 72% (vs. 74%), Writing 77% (vs. 72%), Maths 86% (vs. 73%), and SPaG 81% (vs. 72%). In Early Years, 75% achieved a Good Level of Development (GLD), above the national average of 67.7%, and Year 1 phonics screening saw 82% meet the expected standard (vs. 80%). The Multiplication Tables Check (MTC) average score was 19, slightly below the national average of 20.6. 
Despite the challenges associated with deprivation, Elsecar Holy Trinity continues to deliver strong outcomes and is committed to further improving attendance and progress for all pupils. As part of DSAT, the school benefits from shared expertise and a collaborative approach across 19 schools.

	Context 2: What are we doing here? 
 

 
	"Elsecar Holy Trinity is a nurturing, inclusive Church school where everyone is valued as a child of God. We warmly welcome people of all faiths/worldviews ad backgrounds, fostering respect, compassion and forgiveness. Rooked in faith, family and community, we aim to grow together in love, developing wisdom, knowledge and aspirations for a brighter future."

A Bible story that resonates deeply with our school vision is Jesus Blesses the Children (Mark 10:13–16). It reflects our commitment to nurturing every child with love, dignity, and respect, recognising their unique value and potential—just as Jesus welcomed and blessed them."

13 One day some parents brought their children to Jesus so he could touch and bless them. But the disciples scolded the parents for bothering him. 14 When Jesus saw what was happening, he was angry with the disciples. He said to them " Let the children come to me. Don't stop them! For the kingdom of God belongs to those who are like children. 15 I tell you the truth, anyone who doesn't receive the kingdom of god like a child will never enter it." 16 Then he took the children in his arms and placed his hands on their heads and bless them.
The three key Christian teachings that inspire our vision for our school are…
➢ Compassion
➢ Aspiration
➢ Respect

	Inspection Questions (IQ) : 
How then shall we live? (This information is key to enabling inspectors to make evidence-based judgements.)


	INSPECTION QUESTION (IQ) 
	IMPACT OF PROVISION AND SOURCES OF EVIDENCE 

	IQ1	How does the school’s theologically rooted Christian vision enable pupils and adults to flourish?


	Our school’s vision statement is deeply rooted in Christian theology and inclusive values, which provides a strong foundation for flourishing in several key ways. Here's how it enables both pupils and adults to thrive:
Emotional and Spiritual Wellbeing
“Everyone is valued as a child of God” affirms each individual’s worth, fostering a sense of belonging and dignity.
This theological grounding supports mental health and self-esteem, especially for vulnerable pupils, by reminding them they are loved and have purpose.
 Inclusive Community
The welcome to “people of all faiths/worldviews and backgrounds” creates a respectful and compassionate environment.
Adults and children alike feel safe to express themselves, which encourages open dialogue, empathy, and mutual understanding.
Character Development
The emphasis on “respect, compassion and forgiveness” shapes behaviour policies and interpersonal relationships.
These values are lived out through collective worship, curriculum choices, and staff modelling, helping pupils develop strong moral character.
Aspirational Learning Culture
The vision’s focus on “developing wisdom, knowledge and aspirations for a brighter future” drives high expectations and ambition.
It encourages staff to nurture each child’s potential, regardless of background, and supports professional growth for adults.
Strong Relationships and Community Engagement
Being “rooted in faith, family and community” strengthens ties with the church, parents, and local organisations.
This interconnectedness provides a support network that enhances wellbeing and learning outcomes.
Theological Depth and Purpose
The biblical underpinning (Mark 10:13–15) reinforces the school’s mission to nurture and include all children.
It gives spiritual meaning to everyday school life, helping pupils and staff reflect on their actions and purpose.

	IQ2	How does the curriculum reflect the school’s theologically rooted Christian vision? 



	We are committed to developing all aspects of our children’ lives. Our school curriculum encapsulates our commitment to our vision. Christian values are at the heart of our teaching and learning and we encourage all of our children to put these values into practice in every aspect of school life

	IQ3	How is daily collective worship enabling pupils and adults to flourish spiritually? 


	Collective Worship is at the heart of Elsecar Holy Trinity and all children and staff engage fully with it. It provides the opportunity for our school community to come together in fellowship to share experiences, ideas and understanding. It is the context in which the language of spirituality, which we use as a school, is regularly and explicitly shared. Collective Worship provides the opportunity for our children and adults to become aware of the importance of reflection; how our positive and negative experiences can help us to learn about ourselves, the wider world, God’s Kingdom, it allows us to connect, question and develop. 
Through daily Collective Worship, children and adults are offered a space and a place for hearing the Christian story. They are offered an understanding of worship by being invited to participate in, or observe, Christian spiritual practices such as: prayer, 
Reading and reflection on the Bible and liturgy and music. Children enjoy taking part in collective worship and relish contributing to questions linked with the theme of worship.

	IQ4	How does the school’s theologically rooted Christian vision create a culture in which pupils and adults are treated well? 

 

	Our school vision drives us to focus on the wellbeing of the school community – both children and adults. We treat all with equity and value each individual for who they are to ensure a sense of belonging. We follow Jesus’s example underpinned by our vision and ensure our Christian values guide us to embrace our unique gifts and talents resulting in our children and adults feeling safe and accepted in school. Our school prayer encourages us to follow in Jesus’ footsteps

	IQ5	How does the school’s theologically rooted Christian vision create an active culture of justice and responsibility? 




	Our children recognise that helping others begins with our community and not just overseas. Our children recognise that support doesn’t just take the form of raising money but also through the giving of time to our community e.g. litter picking, helping to maintain the school grounds etc.
Our children recognise that ‘working together’ extends beyond the school context, this is driven by our aim for our children to become leading lights in our community and our world. 
Our children can relate the school’s Christian Values to their activities and understand that by helping others they are fulfilling God’s word. In our curriculum there is a focus on ‘Big Questions’ through the use of direct enquiry questions for our children to explore. 
We want our children to be inspired by our curriculum offer and to be an agent of change - to be that leading light; to question the wider world.

	IQ6	Is the religious education curriculum effective (with reference to the expectations set out in the Church of England’s Statement of Entitlement for Religious Education)

	The provision, profile and priority of RE at Elsecar Holy Trinty is of the utmost importance. RE holds equal priority to other core subjects; therefore, class teachers deliver all RE lessons and are not given to PPA teachers. The RE Lead has led on staff training for the new curriculum and shared resources. RE is given more than sufficient curriculum time. As far as possible RE is timetabled to take place at the same time for all children. The RE leader and teachers are given access to regular and high quality professional CPD as well as support from the diocese and trust. 

	IQ7	What is the quality of religious education?

	At Elsecar Holy Trinity, we believe that the teaching of RE is both a huge responsibility and a privilege that must be recognised by those who teach it. By embracing the explicit teaching of Christian concepts and God’s big story, it is hoped that the content of our RE curriculum will give pupils a deeper understanding of Christianity.
 In addition, children explore all major world faiths and discuss world views where appropriate. Whoever we are, wherever we live, whether we are a person of faith or not, we all have a view on the world. Nobody stands nowhere. 
The children enjoy the rich experiences they receive in RE, as evidenced on displays, the website, pupil voice and by the high standard of work in childrens’ books. All teachers teach RE with confidence and to a high standard. Quality RE has the potential, more than any other subject, to have the most powerful and lasting effect on the child’s heart and mind. It is a subject that combines academic rigour with the development of the character and spirit of the child. RE provides opportunities for spiritual development and personal reflection. On a quest to discover more about religion and world views, children will discover more about themselves through high quality learning opportunities.
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